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Nicole Kidman made her much-anticipated return to the London stage in the fall 2015 West End

production of this new play by Anna Ziegler, about the woman who discovered DNA.
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This is a tough look at the role of Rosalind Franklin's x-ray diffraction photograph in the discovery of

DNA's structure. The men in the play, particularly Jim Watson, come off as insensitive and sexist,

but Franklin herself is shown as prickly and defensive. The sorriest figure in the play is Maurice

Wilkins, who would have liked to get along with Franklin but never seemed to know how to speak

without offending her.The play necessarily foreshortens the action--Franklin actually lived and

worked successfully for many years after the Watson & Crick model was discovered, and she was

gracious about the discovery. In fact, she and Watson interacted peaceably about tumor viruses

long after the clashes depicted in the play.I wish the play could have shown a little more of the

positive, exciting, and often collaborative side of scientific discovery, but I'm impressed by how it

shows how personality clashes can derail a chance of collaboration.

Excellent.
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